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agents, the latter feeling obliged to outbid the com-
mittees to beep their influence. They had, gen-
erally, the mania of activity and zeal, and commonly
went beyond their orders, trusting that if the luck
followed them they would be approved, and if it
deserted them they would find protection in the sur-
roundings of the throne, as they generally did,
activity in the Slavonic cause covering many sins
against discipline. During the lull after the defeat
of Servia (to anticipate a little the course of my nar-
rative), I made the acquaintance of the Bussian Gen-
eral Tcherniaieff at an English watering-place. We
became great friends, for personally I have always
liked the Russians, and he told me with no little glee
how he had outwitted the Czar, who, learning that
he intended to go to Herzegovina to fight, called
him and made him swear that he would not go to
" fight with those brigands, the Herzegovinians."
He swore, and then went, evading the surveillance
of the police and with a false passport, to Belgrade,
where he gave himself to inciting the Servians to
war, and, when Servia declared war the following
spring, he commanded the army. So he never came
to Herzegovina or to Montenegro, and he was per-
sonally hostile to the Prince, as I found most Bussian
officers to be. But he assured me that the Czar was
bitterly opposed to the movement, and that if it had
been suspected that he was going to the Balkans he
would have been arrested. The prudence of the
Czar is always in danger of being nullified by the
imprudence of his agents.